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; 'GROUNDS and REASONS. 
| FROM-THE, - .-- :-* ea 
L f God, 
And this 


NATION, 


To Manifeſt the 


_ Unlawfulnefſe of the Practice of thoſe 
' MAGISTRATES, and Others, who Commit 
Men to Priſon, or Fine them for not Putting Off 
; the Hat, or not Standing Bare before Them, to 
| Convince them of their Errour therein. 


; And alſo, 
To Remove Prejudices, and Stumbling- 


| | blocks out of the way of the Hoxeſt-Hearted, 
and to Satisfie All that are Moderate therein. 


— 


——_——_— 


L Cook, Miſera ſervitus eſt ub! Lex eft incognita aut Vaz«bmda, gyc. 
Ic 1s a miſerable Bondage, —_ the Law is either Uncertaine or Unknown, &c. 
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Some Grounds and Reaſons drawn from the | 

Law of God and this Nation,. to el 

| Unlawfulneſs of the PraSiice of thoſe Magi- 

| ſtrates, and Others, who Commit men to Priſon, 
or Fine them, for not putting off the Hat, &xc. 


the Trmocert in all Ages, who could not 
Conform to the Luſts and Wills of Men, but 
ſtood Witneſſes againſt them (oz the Lords 
behalf) for Righteouſneſs Sake, that what is Writ- 
ten might be fulfilled (in this Agewlſo) viz. That- 
God never left Himſelf. without Witneſſe : And 
therefore have they Suffered moſt through the abuſe 
of the Law, (for whom the Law was not made) 
and 'that ſaying hath been fulfilled -in our dayes 5 
The Tenorance (or Malice) of the Judge, hath Pro- 
ved the Calamity of the Innocent, and the Zeal with- 
ont Knowledge or Mercy, hath let in Iniquity and 
Oppreſſion like a Flood. © | 0 
For 'where there is no Lew, there is no Traxſe 
reſſion : Now, if there were any Law for the putting 
off the Hat, it ought to appear by the Common Law, 
or Statute Law, of England. | 
'Tf the keeping on the Hat, be an offence. againſt 
the Common Law, then it-muſt appear ſo, either 
amongſt the Records of this Nation, or the Judicial 
Determinations and Concluſions of the Chief Courts of 
Juſtice, Confiftant with theTrue Foundation of the Law. 
. If againſt the Sratwte Lew, then it muſt appear fo, 
oe | : A 2 either 
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either amongſt the Parliament Rolls, or the Printed 


Books proceeding from thence. | 


But that it is an Offence, either againſt the Com-- 
mon Law, or Statute Law, there is not ſo much as 
the leaſt tittle of Law (as ever we. could here. of ) 
to prove it. - | 

It is ſaid to be done againſt-Good Manners: But Evil 
Communication, is that which CorruptsGood Manners; & 
whatſoever is more than Tea, Tex, and Nay, Nay, cometh 
of evil, ſaith Chriſt Jeſus the 'Son..of God; and as 
to Good Manners which you ſay it.1s againſt, produce: 
your Law for ſuch Good Manners, and let us See 
what- it: Is,, and: what-1t Requires. 

[tis ſaid to be-done-againſt the V/age and Cxſdame:- 
of England i Which Reaſonis not of Force with Wiſe 
Men, until it. be proved that C#ſtome, becauſe Cx ſtomes 
is a biading Law:3 which ſaith Cook, is not; for Evill. 
Cxftomes . ought to be aboliſhed; \and that Cxſtome. 
which is-to be Reckoned a Law, ought to be as ſaith. 
Cook, *ttexcerta Canſa retionabili Uſitata.....  . 
[t-1s the Vſage, and Cx ſtomre of England, tor Men and. 
Women te Salute one another, and to ſpeak owe to ano- 
ther, and tocomeinto Courts, with Cloakec and Cogtes, 


and Glowes and-Boots, -and yet not anoticnce to leave - 


them undone, orto come-without any oftheſe coverings; 
for. things which are in a mans power to give, Or zot: 


to, give, and what he is- ceatent not to receive af 


others (as ſuch --things as theſe are, take them in 
the beſt ſenfe,- as they are peculiar .to every man, and. 
at his Choice- whether he will give them or not) tan- 
not be. made Criminal), if he-donot give them. _ 

' And therefore, . as The ot putting off the Hat,. (no 
more ther any. other Garment) 18 any offence againſt 


the. 


$\ * 


the Law of this Nation; fo neither is iti an 0ffexce 
| _ the Law of God, or Right Reaſon.” ' 
ot _— the Law of God; for there is neither Pregept, 
or Preſedent in the Scriptures that makes itſo, but the 
contrary 3' For David who was a King, not only covered 
his own Head, but alſo all:the People that were with 
him covered their Heads, 2 Sam. 15. 30. And: Moſes, 
the: Judge of all 7/rael (was ſo far from Comman- - 
ding the head to be uncovered.) that he ſaid, uncover 9t - 
your heads leaſt ye die, (Lev:0. 6.Ywhich:we Inftance, 
to ſhew that they were not offended at the people for 
anding covered before them. So it 1s.manifeſt, that 
the Rulers, and Judges, intheſe dayes, that command 
the: contrary, and take Offence "it apple be Cove- 
red, are led -by another” Spirit , ''Wn' thoſe Ser- 
vants (of God ) were led by, who ha@learned tobe 
meek,. and. Jowly in heart, .as Chriſt taught (and ſtill 
teacheth) -his Difciples, _ the ſame: Teſfterday,: to 
Day,i and for. Ever: Who allo faid, ((and-{tjll ſaith) 
How can: ye. Believe, that ſeek Honour one of another, 
(Mark that.) and not the Honour that: comes frov God 
only; and the Apoſtle that abode in his Doctrine ſaid, He 
that ReſpeFr perſons ——— And Mordecai 
(the Servant of :God, an [ſraelire-indeed ) durft: nor | 
(notwithſtanding the Kings Command:)Bow;and Reve- 
rence Heman, though he was a Chief Prinee;Hefter3.12. 
- And let #t be. Conſidered by all the POWERS of the 
EARTH, Whether theſame'God will not Appear for the . 
Deliverance. of the> Jewerwawasrd intheſe dayes (in ſcorn 
called Quakers): © whoſe: praiſe is not of men, but of 
God,-as he did for the. Jewes-outward in thoſe dayes. 
Not againſt Right, AKeaſon; for: maniis either Free;. 
or-a,Servant;'by ; Nature, :according-to. the Spirit. that 
Rules, and hath Command in him... And : 


(5 
' And though a Man refule tobe wrcovered, notwith- 
ſtanding theJudg orJuſtice of Peace, &c. Commands it, 
yet this doth not make it ar offence; tor the Judges, and 
Jaſtices, are only to put the Laws 7 being in Execu- 
tion; ſo that it-is no Contempt to deny to obey their 
Commands./ina thing, which neither the Law of God, or 
Right Reaſon, or this Nation Requires to be done. 
This A of puttizg off the Hat, hath beenin this Nati- 
on alwaies takento be an Act of C7vill Conrteſie,which a 
man might door zot do,to whom he would,and when he 
, woxld,and not of Duty;and ſo the practice of it amongſt 
People of all Sorts, High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
and in all Places, as well in the HighWayes as elſewhere 
doth manifeſt: Agd it is no other than 2 meer Voluntary 
Complement;thll ctuſall whereof,was never held 4 of- 
fence.till of late Years,& that by ſome particularPerſons. 
It's true, that people for the molt part ſtand bare in all 
Conrts 6f Juſtice in this Nation; but this 1s more than is 
Required by ay Law, either of God or Max; for that 
which is required to be done to Magiltrates, zs Horour & 
Obediencezwhich is {ufficiently demonſtrated by aSubmil- 
fon te all lawful Commanads,& not by any Complement,or 
AT of Conrteſiezneither by putting oft the Hat, 1s true obe- 
dience, love or hatred knownzbut rather generally known 
togive nouriſhment to diflimulation and hypocricy. 
Beſides, toCommand any Perſon to put off bjs Hat (e- 
ſpecially for a Magiſtrate to do it himſelfe) is abſurd; 
for that is to uſe it contrary to the end, for which it was 
made;which is #0 cover the Head, & to keep it fromCold 
and &air,whereby ficknelſs may be prevented;and not to 
keep it in the hand;8& 4 #/ſe Mar beginneth from the End 
of a Thing, and weighes every Thing as it is there; as (aith 
k,tobringErrours to their Firſts to ſve their Laſt, &e. 
| Again, 


————_——— a Ronde 
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_ Again, whether the coi or health of a Mans Na-- 
ture will give him leave to ſtaud bare or not, the Magi- 
ſtrate is nat 4 Competent Judge;but the party himfelf: And - 
therefore 7ts 4gain{ Reaſon that it ſhould be jn the Magi- 
ſtrates Power,ts Command the Hat to be put off by Him, 
whole Nature cannot bear it; and alſo it is theſame,as to 
Command Him to put off any of his other Garments; and 
it alſo deſtroyes propriety, which a great Part of the Law 
is made to preſerve, with Magus Charts, and the Peti- 
tiow of Right, which 1s Deſtroyed and vacated , 
if any Judge or Juſtice may at his pleaſure Com- 
mand our Hats from.us, or take them off our Heads: 
without our Conſent, either immediately, or by our Ree 
prelentatives. =  - 

From all which tt is clear, that thoſe Magiſtrates that 
Fine and Imprifon Innocent Men (who for Conſcience - 
ſake cannot bow to their Wills by putting off the Hat) 
they are neither Warranted by the Law. of God, Right 
Keaſon,or of this Nation; but on the contrary ſuch Adtings 
are meerly Arbitrary, ayainſt Reaſox, and very Abſurd; 
and is an Tnvaſion upon the Liberties of the Free- 
Men of England, which the Laws aforeſaid were 
made to preſerve, _ | 
And it is all one to Command our Money-out - 1p 


Purſes,as our Hats off our Heads,*without our Conſenc,as* (Where 


aforeſaid : And therefore let all (in the Fear of God) 
eonlider what they do when they Abuſe and Wrong the 


Innocent z for that, which »erther Religion, nor Law re- Hats ta- 


quireth, leaſt the Lord- God reckon that which is done © 


unto them (in this Caſe) as done unto Him: and he will refor'd. 


not hold them Guiltleſs, who thus Offend the Innocent, 
neither will he, acquit;them in the Day, when he 
ſhall-make Inquiſition for the tufterings of his Choſen; 
but 
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who ſay inth&# hearts, erther there #s n0'God, orelſe we 


will not have this Man to Rule over #23 and: ſo caſt his* 


Law behitrid their backs, and break his Bands aſunder:but 
let not ſuch deceive themſelves, God will not be mocked; 


For as they meaſure unto others, even ſo ſhill it” 


be meaſured to them again. 


_ * But our deſire is,that all might be ſaved and come tothe know-' 


ledge of the Trutir, through believing 11'the Light, and Gift of 

3ad; that gives;to every Man the Knowledge of His Words and 
Wayes; that ſo he might be led out of the Faſhions and Cuſtoms 
of the World, and Receive an Inheritance amongſt them that are 


k 1 


Canftified with all the Children of Light. * 


The Scripture ſpeaks of double-Honour,Which is due to Them that 
RULE WELL; I that double Honour*to pat off two Hats, or tomake 


two Leggs ? or to and twice as long Bareto ſuch a One, as to him who 


deſerves ſingle Honour ? or is it not Highly to Ejteem him,and Love him, * 
and thi tobe ory; kron a dilligent Readyneſs, and Faithfulneſs- 


to Serve him, and Obey his Fujt Commands ? 


Publiſhed by us (not to upbraid any, but to reclaim them that. 
are out of the Way) who ſufer Impriſonment for the Tejtt= 
my of a Good Conſcience, becauſe we cannot-Sin againjt 


God, in reſpeiiing Mens Perſons. 
London, this 3d of | | John Pennyman. 
the 10th month, | Thomas I 
rich; 


1660. Humphrey W 


A Nd herein do we teflifie our Subje&ion.and Readinels, to Obey 
Magiftrates and Rulers, in all their. Fu Commands ; and that 
not for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake, (thovgh We meet with Suf- 
ferings and Impriſonments, becauſe we cannot Reſpedt Their Perſons, 
and give Them Flattering Titles , leaft for (o doing, our Maker ſhontd 
tabe us away, Job. 32. 21, 22.) And therefore, Do we Appear and 
Tie/d Obedience, when they Fuitly Require Us; though others, whe 
are R eniſſe, and Negligent therein, go Free; and hereby this Scrip- 
tie is fulfilled, He that departeth from Iniquity Makes himſelf a Prey. 
FINIS, 


but ſhall give-them their Portion with the Rebellions, 
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